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Nixon

Statenient by the President:

T have today instrucled my attor-
neys to make available to the IHouse
Judiciary Committee, and T am mak-
ing public, the traunscripts of ihree
conversations with H. R, Haldeman
on June 23, 1972, T have also turned
over the tapes of thcsvcoavcrsm
tions to Judge Sirica, as part of the
process of my comphan% with the
Supreme Court ruling.

On April 29, in aunouncing my
tecision to make public the original
sct of White Xouse transcripts, I
stated that “as far as what the Dres-
ident personally kuew and did with
regavd to Watergate and the cover-
up is coucernad, these malerials—
together wilh those already made
available—will tell it alll”

Shortly alicr that, in May, I made
a preliminavy review of some of the
61 taped conversalions subpoenaed
by the special proseculor,

Among the conversations I lis-
tened to at that time were two of
those of June 23. Although I vee-
oznized that these presented poten-
tial problems, I did not inform my
staff or my counszel of i1, or those
arguing my tase, nor didd T amend
my submission {o the Judiciavy
Commilice in order to include and
voflect it At the time, 1 did not
realize the exteni of the implica-
tions which these conversations
might now appear to have, As a
result, those arguing my case, as
well as these passipng judgment on
the case, did so with information
that was incomplefe and in some
respacts erroneous. This was a seri-
ous act of omission for which T {ake
full  vesponsibility and hich 1
deeply regret.

Since ihe Supreme Courl's de-
cision 1% days ago, T have ordered
my counsel to analyze the Gt tapes,
and [ have listened to a number of
them m\ ‘df This process has made
it clear that portions of the lapes of
these June 23 conversations ave al

“varianee with certain ol my pre-
vious stalements, Therelore, I have
crdeved the transeripts made avail-
able immediately to the Judiciavy

Cemmittee so that they can be re-

flected in the cammizien's repors,
and included in the record to b
consicdercd by ihe Iouse and
Scnale.

In a formal writien statement on
May 22 of last yvear, I said - that
shovtly after the 3Vale rzate bICC\}.-lh
I beeame concerned atsut the possi-
bility that the FBI investigalion
might Icad to the cxposure cither
of unreiated co vert tivities of the
CIA, or of sensilive ng tx nal sccurl-
ty matters that tize so-called “plum-
bers” unit at the White House had
heen workingon, ': sc of the CIA
aud plumbers con ons of some
of those invol'.c:x. I said that I
therefore gave insiructions Lhat the
FBI should bhe alf:'.fc 1 10 coordinate
with the CIA, and chsure that
the investigalion not expose these
scnsitive. national scciirity matters.
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remember waat actuaily happerned
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By Bob Woodward and Carl Bern ste ein
Post Sialf Writers

resident Nixon pervsonally ovdered
a cover-up of the facts of TWater-
gate within siv days after the il
legal entry into the Democrats’ na-
tional headguarters on June 17, 1972,
according to threp new transciipts of
Ar. Nixon's conversation released by
the White Fouse yesterday.

The transerivis, recounting convor-

sations on June: ?k 1972, Letween M.
Nixon and L 1. I[aldeman, then his
TWhite House chicef of staff, completely
undermine the Dresident’s previous
insistence that he was uninvolved in
the covavup.

Instead, the tan;crmcs show
President divected efforts to hide
titvolvemeat of his uides in the Watet
cate hrealkin through sevies of ordsvs
to concgeal details about the bhreak-in
Lknown to himsel? but nof to the ¥

;‘pr‘Cx fieally, the transcrints
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show

that by June 23, 1972, Mr. Nixon had
neen lmmmud LJ Iia‘dwmm that
presidential campaizn funds could be
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traced throuzh Mexico and clsewhera
to one of the Watergate burglars. In

addition, HMaldeman . informed My
Nixon that he believed former Attor-
noy General John N AMitchell, the
the President's re-slection campaizn
wanager, knew in advaince of the
break-in

In 1(:_00'1:”, the transcripts demon-
strate, Mr. Nixon approved a plan to
have the Central Intellizvence Agency
falzely eclaim that full FBI invesil
tion into Watergate would ounose co-
vert operations of the agency.

I’lOHOl sly, the President has iag-
sisted that uc approved sueh a plan
only in tiho iuterests of “national se-
curity” and that volitical consideca-
tions played no role in his decision.
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The transeripts dewmoustrale  tnad
cxactly the opposite was the case.

Haldeman fivst proposed the covec-
up scheme, accovding to the trans-
cripts, at & morning wmeeting in which

he told Mr. Nixon: “You know the
Democratic break-in thing, we're back
in the problem area because the FBI

wder control, bécause (acting
o0 Director L. Patricky Gray doesa’t
exactly know how to control it and
they hnve—tneir investization is now
some productive areas—-

. and it zoes in some cirections wa
don't want it to go”

Tialdernan  suggested havipg  then
CIA Deputy Divector Vernon Walters
tell Gray, “sta 3 to hell out of this, this
Is al, business hoerve wo don't want you
{o go s ciher on it”
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